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1997-­‐2010	
  –	
  sign	
  language	
  interpreter	
  in	
  Ukrainian	
  
Society	
  of	
  the	
  Deaf	
  (UkSD)	
  
	
  

2008	
  to	
  date	
  –	
  Vice	
  Chair	
  of	
  Council	
  of	
  Sign	
  
Language	
  Interpreters	
  of	
  Kyiv	
  UkSD’s	
  organiza@on	
  
	
  

2009	
  to	
  date	
  –	
  interpreter	
  on	
  the	
  TV-­‐Channel	
  KYIV	
  
	
  

2009	
  to	
  date	
  –	
  member	
  of	
  EFSLI	
  
2010	
  to	
  date	
  –	
  member	
  of	
  WASLI	
  
2011-­‐2015	
  –	
  WASLI	
  Transcaucasia	
  &	
  Central	
  Asia	
  
Representa@ve	
  

Who	
  I	
  am?	
  



History	
  

ü  The	
  World	
  Associa6on	
  of	
  Sign	
  Language	
  Interpreters	
  was	
  established	
  	
  

23	
  July	
  2003	
  during	
  the	
  14th	
  World	
  Congress	
  of	
  the	
  World	
  Federa6on	
  of	
  

the	
  Deaf	
  in	
  Montreal	
  Canada.	
  1975	
  Washington	
  DC,	
  USA	
  -­‐	
  The	
  concept	
  of	
  an	
  
interna6onal	
  associa6on	
  was	
  first	
  put	
  forward	
  during	
  the	
  WFD	
  Congress.	
  

ü 2005	
  Worcester,	
   South	
   Africa	
   –	
   The	
   first	
   conference	
   of	
   WASLI	
  
welcomed	
  over	
  220	
  delegates	
   from	
  over	
  40	
  countries.	
  The	
  first	
  WASLI	
  Board	
  
was	
  elected.	
  

ü 2007	
  Segovia,	
  Spain	
   –	
  The	
  second	
  WASLI	
  Conference	
  welcomed	
  293	
  
delegates	
  from	
  44	
  countries.	
  The	
  WASLI/WFD	
  Joint	
  Agreement	
  is	
  signed.	
  

ü 2011	
   Durban,	
   South	
   Africa	
   –	
   The	
   third	
   WASLI	
   Conference	
  
welcomed	
  165	
  delegates	
  from	
  48	
  countries.	
  	
  



Aim	
  and	
  Objec6ves	
  

ObjecUves:	
  
ü Encourage	
   the	
   establishment	
   of	
   na6onal	
   associa6ons	
   of	
   sign	
  
language	
  interpreters	
  in	
  countries	
  that	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  them	
  

ü Be	
   a	
   support	
   network	
   for	
   exis6ng	
   na6onal	
   associa6ons	
   of	
   sign	
  
language	
  interpreters	
  

ü Share	
   informa6on	
   and	
   be	
   a	
   reference	
   point	
   for	
   interpre6ng	
  
issues,	
   using	
   the	
   World	
   Wide	
   Web	
   and	
   other	
   interna6onally	
  
accessible	
  ways	
  

The	
  aim	
  of	
  WASLI	
  is	
  to	
  advance	
  the	
  profession	
  of	
  sign	
  
language	
  interpre6ng	
  worldwide.	
  



Aim	
  and	
  Objec6ves	
  

ü Support	
   the	
   work	
   of	
   sign	
   language	
   interpreters	
   working	
   at	
  
interna6onal	
  events,	
  e.g.	
  conferences,	
  spor6ng	
  events	
  

ü Work	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  Deaf	
  and	
  Dea\lind	
  associa6ons	
  on	
  sign	
  
language	
  interpre6ng	
  issues	
  

ü Encourage	
  research	
  	
  
ü Develop	
   and	
   promote	
   standards	
   for	
   high	
   quality	
   training,	
  
educa6on	
  and	
  assessment	
  of	
  sign	
  language	
  interpreters	
  

ü Host	
  conferences	
  and	
  seminars	
  
ü Liaise	
  with	
   spoken	
   language	
   interpreter	
  organisa6ons	
  and	
  other	
  
organisa6ons	
  having	
  common	
  interests	
  



WASLI-­‐WFD	
  
2006-­‐11	
  



WASLI-­‐WFD	
  
2006-­‐11	
  

JOINT	
  STATEMENT	
  
(adopted	
  on	
  23/01/2006)	
  
	
  	
  

The	
  World	
  Federa6on	
  of	
  the	
  Deaf	
  and	
  the	
  World	
  Associa6on	
  of	
  Sign	
  Language	
  	
  
Interpreters	
  are	
  happy	
  to	
  issue	
  the	
  following	
  statement	
  to	
  support	
  their	
  agreement	
  	
  
to	
  work	
  in	
  close	
  partnership	
  for	
  the	
  future	
  benefit	
  of	
  Deaf	
  people	
  and	
  people	
  who	
  	
  
use	
  sign	
  language	
  and	
  the	
  sign	
  language	
  interpre6ng	
  profession:	
  
	
  

•  In	
  co-­‐opera6on	
  with	
  Na6onal	
  Associa6ons	
  of	
  the	
  Deaf	
  we	
  will	
  work	
  towards	
  the	
  	
  
establishment	
  of	
  sign	
  language	
  interpreter	
  associa6ons	
  in	
  countries	
  where	
  there	
  	
  
are	
  currently	
  none,	
  and	
  encourage	
  regional	
  networks	
  throughout	
  the	
  world	
  

•  We	
  will	
  strive	
  to	
  increase	
  learning	
  opportuni6es	
  to	
  increase	
  the	
  numbers	
  of	
  	
  
professional	
  sign	
  language	
  interpreters	
  who	
  are	
  competent	
  and	
  appropriately	
  	
  
qualified	
  to	
  na6onal	
  standards	
  



WASLI-­‐WFD	
  
2006-­‐11	
  

•  We	
  affirm	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  joint	
  working,	
  close	
  liaison	
  and	
  transparent	
  	
  
communica6on	
  between	
  associa6ons	
  of	
  Deaf	
  people	
  and	
  sign	
  language	
  	
  
interpreters	
  at	
  local,	
  na6onal,	
  regional	
  and	
  interna6onal	
  levels	
  

•  We	
  will	
  pay	
  par6cular	
  aaen6on	
  to	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  interna6onal	
  links	
  in	
  	
  
order	
  to	
  build	
  capacity,	
  provide	
  a	
  forum	
  for	
  discussion	
  and	
  share	
  resources	
  with	
  	
  
developing	
  countries	
  

•  This	
  agreement	
  recognises	
  the	
  primacy	
  of	
  organisa6ons	
  of	
  Deaf	
  people	
  to	
  chart	
  	
  
the	
  poli6cal,	
  cultural,	
  and	
  educa6onal	
  development	
  of	
  sign	
  language	
  in	
  their	
  	
  
country,	
  including	
  the	
  dissemina6on	
  of	
  sign	
  language	
  dic6onaries	
  and	
  teaching	
  	
  
materials.	
  



WASLI-­‐WFD	
  
2011-­‐15	
  

Started	
  joint	
  work	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  	
  
posi6on	
  document	
  that	
  describes	
  the	
  	
  
standards	
  of	
  communica6on	
  in	
  natural	
  	
  
disasters	
  for	
  governments,	
  deaf	
  	
  
communi6es	
  and	
  sign	
  language	
  	
  
interpreters.	
  

TASK	
  GROUP:	
  
Dmitry	
  Rebrov	
  

José	
  Gaspar	
  Ramos	
  	
  
Igor	
  Bondarenko	
  
José	
  Luis	
  Brieva	
  



Execu6ve	
  Board	
  2011-­‐15	
  

DEBRA	
  
RUSSELL	
  	
  
(Canada)	
  
President	
  

JOSÉ	
  LUIS	
  
BRIEVA	
  
(Columbia)	
  
Vice	
  
President	
  

AWOII	
  
PATRICK	
  
MICHAEL	
  
(Uganda)	
  
Secretary	
  

SUSAN	
  
EMERSON	
  
(Australia)	
  
Treasurer	
  



Execu6ve	
  Board	
  2011-­‐15	
  



Transcaucasia	
  &	
  
Central	
  Asia	
  

Azerbaijan	
  
Armenia	
  
Belarus	
  
Georgia	
  
Kazakhstan	
  
Kyrgyzstan	
  
Russia	
  
Tajikistan	
  
Turkmenistan	
  
Uzbekistan	
  
Ukraine	
  



Aims	
  and	
  Objec6ves	
  
2011-­‐15	
  

ü Studying	
   of	
   the	
   current	
   situa6on	
   in	
   the	
   field	
   of	
   sign	
   language	
  
interpre6ng	
  

ü Coopera6ng	
  with	
  Na6onal	
  Deaf	
  Associa6ons	
  
ü Sharing	
  of	
  informa6on	
  about	
  the	
  WASLI	
  ac6vi6es	
  
ü Providing	
   advice	
   and	
   organiza6onal	
   support	
   in	
   the	
   educa6on,	
  
advanced	
  training	
  and	
  further	
  work	
  of	
  sign	
  language	
  interpreters	
  
and	
  their	
  associa6on	
  

ü Organiza6on	
  and	
  conduct	
  of	
  thema6c	
  conferences,	
  seminars	
  
ü Aarac6ng	
   new	
   WASLI	
   members	
   from	
   among	
   sign	
   language	
  
interpreters	
  in	
  the	
  Region	
  

ü …	
  



WASLI	
  in	
  WWW	
  

hap://wasli.org	
  	
  



WASLI	
  in	
  WWW	
  

hap://www.facebook.com/pages/World-­‐Associa6on-­‐of-­‐Sign-­‐Language-­‐	
  
Interpreters-­‐WASLI/204734872899028	
  	
  



Ques6ons?	
  



Thank	
  you	
  for	
  
aaen6on!	
  

transcaucasia@wasli.org	
  	
  


